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Subject:- Sujdeliges for Inyplementing amendments to cegulation 2 of Chapter Vi of the SOLAS Convention

This is to: notify for all coneern that the quideline stated in Dos. Gi :

) ) ' ! ? ¢ stated in Dos- Circular dated 16.06.2016 for i
"'-.nmruhuenrls{ fo R"*QL,”"“”’," 7 of Cha"plar Vi of the SOLAS Convention entering into force with effect from 6???&? egg?g
concamieg Verified Gross Mass [YGM) of the Comainer is mandatory and should be followed according Iy l

Welght declared by Feader Operator/Freight Forwa » : :
will b Ueabadd a3 VG for this Fuipose, . rderfMLO/Shipping Agent in CPA CTMS Systers

e );30;:/3;3:“?11;{(‘3%(2:?P?Itth}}umomy (GPA) arranged to re-verify weight only those export container which wil
§;~{1y {,;;, 'Ff»r:n‘;r;;}\,{f}{; -'Pn. '?W; e V&Sfi.el i-“-.‘h"af feg?ﬂ{d.f-.Far those gontainers-_- MLO/Freight Forwarder/Shipper has
4l This ",.”) >!*;m<-ﬂ :”9“' {Within Office Hour) or his representative (After Office Hour) without any delay of such
Sl will contain originally declared weight certificate, Masters/Captains refusal letter, container

o0 G frailer pumber stating the revolving account number from where Porl Charges will be relized. After

,@éwing this application, CPA will naminate the weighbridge in which the weight will be taken again.

- Weighbridge in charge will issue an aulomated printoul in duplicate containing the weight and container
'."_.”:",Z.‘-”- j:vm'ch than vﬁnl auly be signed-by on duty officer in favéur of GRPA, One copy will be kept by CPA as record
.:1:'.' he w‘(hf.-zr Copy Wil be: handad over to applicant to submit 1o appropriate authority (Master/Owner/Captain of the
an enquiry committee will be formed by CPA, Jater in this regard to determine for whose faull this

sed ot the outeome of the report the resgonsible parsan/company will be held liable
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Thic s for the simaoth export eperation through CPA and for the Implementation of Jatest IMO Guidefines,

Ris issuas with the approvai of competent Authority.
This is in continuation &f CPA Girautar No. 3172016, dated: 30/06/2016. *’{7{
: s Ly
Director ( Traffic) i
; Chiltagong.Par} Autharity.
File No. Th/Shipping//GM/2020 Dated- 18/01/2021.
@ 7 10 @ For information & nesessary action :

z. [irector {(Security), CPA. .

3. Deputy Traffic Manager, ICR, Dhaka.

4. Terminal Manager, CPA. |

8. Deputy Traffic Manager (OR), CPA.

6. Terminal Manager, ICT, Pangaon, Dhaka. :

7. Fresidenl, Chittagong Charmber of Commeree & Industry, World Trade Cenlre, Agrabad C/A, Clg.

2. Fiest Vice President, BG 1ER, BGIEA Bhaban, 66%/E, Jhaotala Road, South Khulshi, Chittagong.

4. Chairman, Bangladesh Shigping Agents Association; Chamber House, 38, Agrabad CIA, Clg.

10, Chairman, Bangladash Conjminar Shigping Association, SHR Tower, Badamtal, &grabadt Ctg. :

11, Prenident, Bangladesh Freight Forwarders Association, Anwar Trade Centre (Level-3) (Beside Jamung
an), 1728, Sk. Mujib Read, Agrabad ClA, Chittagong. , s

12 ??:33112)( Chittagong éuslo?ms Clgaring & Forwading Agents Association, C&F Tower (13® floor), Shelkh Mujib

finad, Agrabad C/A, Chittagbng. -
o sladesn tnlarid Contairer Depot Association, Mkhtaruzzaman Centre, (8% floor), Cig.

: ZPA, for kins Information of Chairmman, CPA.
’;‘7'{9;,'(3

Dirsclor { Tré,ﬂic)
Chittagong Poit Authordly.

i Mermbers, CHA, _ :
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Sub: Implementation of Verified Gross Mass (VGM) for Container of Contaiffer’

! Shifps. S

Bangladesh is a signatory of SOLAS convention of International Maritime Organizatio_li
(IMO). As per SDLAS Ch-VT, Reg. 2.4, 2.5 & 2.6 it is obligatory to-provide Verified Gross Mass. |
(VGM) Compliance Certificate to Master & terminal by the shipper andVessel’s:Master should-not
load contairier without Verified-Gross Mass.(V.GM). '
Since without Verified Gross Mass (VGM) it is not possible to assess the actual stability
@ condition of the vessel, the Sucveyor had given condition in his Port State Control (PSC)-inspection
: report with Code 17 ‘& advised Master to provide Verified Gross Mass (VGM) report before
departure to verify the actual stability condition of the Vessel, whether it is safe to proceed to sea or
not. '
7 As per SOLAS Ch. VI, Reg, 2.6: :
ke s “If the shipping document, with regard to a packe container, does not provide the Verified |
€ heh Gross Mass (VGM) ‘& the Master or his representativg and the terminal representative have not .
: obtained the verified gross mass (VGM) of the packed container, it shall not be loaded on to the
ship.” S s Sl :
In that case, terminal should not load container on board without receiving Verified Gross 1
Mass (VGM) Compliance Certificate, :
Since, Bangladesh is a signatory of the SOLAS Convention it is obligatory for our 5
Administration as well as by the terminal to abide by SOLAS Regulations. Also kindly refer to the
Circular issued by Department of Shipping, Dhaka on 26/06/2016 in this regard in where it is
clearly mentioned “the Verified Gross Mass (VGM) document must be received by the ship & port
representative sufficiently in advance of shipment to enable preparation of Stowage Plan of the
ship”. Also a proper guideline is provided in that circular for implementation of Verified Gross
@ Mass (VGM) (Circplar attached). ;
Failure to comply with this requirement of Verified Gross Mass (VGM) can cavse following
consequences.
I The substanitial deviation between the declared gross. mass of the container and its actual
gross mass resulted in several shipping casualties, as the actual weight distribution ofi board
the ship differed from the stowage plan of the ship. The unaccounted deviations in container
8ross mass resulted in stack collapses, lost containers, damage to ships, cargo, environment, |
etc. In addition, this also resulted in &conomic losses including supply chain disraptions, as i
containers scheduled for carriage could not be accepted. due to the vessel reaching its fo.
%
}

v

permissible marks before the completion of loading on account of the deviation in gross
mass of the:containers, . . __ . . . :

2. The e.nviroi;unental and economic costs incurred due to deviation in' container gross mass
declarationare passed down the supply chain leading to greater costs for all concerned user.
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3. If such incidents as stated gbove take place due ta non-compliance of Verified Gross Mass

(VGM) requirement at our port, Bangladeshi Ports. can be black listed by IMO.
" 4. Shipping companies might lose interest in carrying cargo from our ports.

5. Since, our main customers of containerized cargo destined for Upited State of America
(USA), Buropean Union (EU) & United Kingdom (UK); if found VGM ismissing & actual
weight is different from declared weight then that conitainer might be rejected or banned.

Considering all above, we as Maritime Administrator of Bangladesh request all to comply

Verified Gross Mass (VGM) requirements as per SOLAS Ch. VI, Reg. 2.4, 2.5 & 2.6 (attaclied).
Port State Control (PSC) officers will verify loading condition in 3 states during loading in port. e

All are requested to assist PSC officers in this regard, x

. : : (Capt. Md. Giashuddin Ahmed)
@ : e P o < Principal Officer
Edina &
Registrar of Bangladesh

stribution (Nof gecording, to Senjority) : :
1. Secretary, Ministry of Shipping, Dhaka. s
2. Directorate General, Department of Shipping, Dhaka
3. Chairman, Mongla Port Authority.
4. Chairman, Payra Port Authority.
\yﬂnbet Harbor, Chattogram Port Authority.
~Harbor Master, Chattogram Port Authority.
7. Deputy Conservator, Chattogram Port Authority. _
8. Chaitnan, Shipping Agent Association, Chamber House, Agrabad, Chattogram.
9. BGMEA, BGMEA Complex, House 7/A, Sector-17, Block H/1, Uttara, Dhaka.
10. BKMEA, 233/1, Bangabondhu Road, Press Club building (2™ Floor), Narayangonj-1400.
11. Shippers Council of Bangladesh, 54 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
@ 12. BCIC, BCIC Bhaban, Motijheel Road, Dhaka-1000.
2 13. Freight Forwarders Association, Dhaka-1212.
14. Directordte General of Forces Iitelligence (DGFI), Chattogram Cantonrient, Chattogram.
'15. National Security lutelligence (NSI), Chattogram.
16. National Board of Revenué (NBR), Chattograri.
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